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THE PETERSONS, OLAIBORNES, AND HARRISONS, 
AND SOME OF THEIR CONNECTIONS. 

Edited by Claytox Toebence. 

The editors of the Quarterly are indebted to Miss Elizabeth 
Claiborne Peterson, of Petersburg, Virginia, fcr permission to publish 
the following \eiy interesting paper. This account of the early Peter- 
sons and of the Claibornes and Harrisons was written in 1829 by 
John Herbert Peterson, and while his statements have been quoted 
time and again it is believed that the account of his family in full as 
written by him has never before been published. The manuscript, 
now very much worn by age, and in some small sections undecipherable 
from having been broken by folding, is now the property of Miss Eliza- 
beth Claiborne Peterson, of Petersburg, a granddaughter of John Her- 
bert Peterson. The manuscript consists of nine closely written legal 
sized pages and a small slip on which the note on the Harrisons was 
added. 

John Herbert Peterson, the writer of the following paper, was 
the son of Thomas Peterson and Elizabeth Claiborne, daughter of 
Colonel Augustine and Mary (Herbert) Claiborne, of "Windsor," 
Sussex County, Virginia. He was born circa 1777, and married April 
9, 1795, Mary Herbert, daughter of General Charles and Mary Her- 
bert (Claiborne) Harrison, the latter a daughter of Colonel Augustine 
and Mary (Herbert) Claiborne. Thus, John Herbert Peterson married 
his own first cousin. This account as written by Mr. Peterson is very 
interesting, and exceedingly valuable, as he personally knew so many 
of the people to whom he alludes. 
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A Scetch or Memo, of the Family of Jno. Herbert Peterson 
and his Wife Mary Herbert — By Jno. H. Peterson in L829. 1 

John Peterson my Great Grand Father emigrated to Virginia 
from the Island of Great Briton about the Year 16(30, or 70 as ap- 
pears from his papers, and settled in the County of Isle of White 
and died about the Year [1732] 2 leaving two Sons, John and 



iThe following note gives Miss Peterson's (the owner's) permis- 
sion to publish the above account of the Peterson and allied families, 
Mr Clayton Torrence. 

Dear Sir, It gives me pleasure to grant your request to publish 
the family history of the Petersons written by my grandfather — John 
Herbert Peterson and, I feel much complimented by your desire to 
have it done. 

Most respectfully, 

Elizabeth Claiborne Peterson 
July 18, 1918. [417 Filmore Street, Petersburg, 

Virginia] 
2The following data are from the records of Isle of Wight, Prince 
George and Brunswick Counties. 

John Peterson, of Isle of Wight Co., will dated Mar. 1, 1731; pro- 
bated Jan. 24, 1731/2; To Burrell Brown, 400 acres being plantation 
whereon I now live and two other tracts adjoining; and in default 
of issue then said land to my son Batt Peterson; To Jeremiah Brown, 
200 acres being plantation whereon Joseph Perry formerly lived, and 
in default of issue to said Brown, said plantation to my son John 
Peterson; Son Batt Peterson, 100 acres adjoining John Smith; To 
Matthew Parham, of Isle of Wight, 100 acres out of said tract on Fox 
Branch and next adjoining to his land; Grandson John Eppes, 100 
acres whereon Jonathan Carter did live, also 300 acres on Fox Branch, 
and if said Eppes dies without lawful issue said land to my sons John 
Peterson and Batt Peterson; Grandson John Eppes, 100 acres whereon 
Robt Ellis formerly lived also 400 acres I bought of Edmund Mearly 
on Meherrin River on Jenito Creek and for default of issue said land 
to my sons John and Batt Peterson; son John Peterson all my land in 
Isle of Wight binding on south side of Meherrin River; Son Batt 
Peterson, plantation whereon said Batt now liveth containing 400 
acres; Son lohn Peterson, 333 acres on Meherrin River which I bought 
of John Smith; Son Batt Peterson, 500 acres on Meherrin River which 
I purchased of Edward Meccarty; To Burrell Brown, 4 negros and for 
default of issue to said Brown then to my sons John Peterson and 
Batt Peterson; To Jeremiah Brown, 4 negros, under same conditions 
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Batte as appears by his Will. John was my Grandfather, he inter- 
married with Martha Thweatt, the Sister of the Grand Fether of 
Jno. James Thweatt, Archihald, Bichd N. & Thos. Thweatt who 
were born at Palestine in Prince George Comity of an antient & 
respectable family english stock — My Grand Father John Peter- 
son died in the Year 1773 Octr. leaving three Sons and three 



as the negros to Burrell Brown; Grandson John Eppes, when 21 years 
old, 4 negros under same condition as negros to Burrell and Jeremiah 
Brown; Daughters Mary Spain, Judith Thweat and Ann Thweat, one 
negro each; To Burrell Brown, Jeremiah Brown and grandson John 
Eppes, stock and personal effects; Residue of estate to sons John and 
Batt Peterson, and all debts due and demands in England, Virginia 
or elsewhere, and they are named executors; Witnesses Miles Thweat, 
John Sturdivant and William Thweat. (Isle of Wight Records, Will 
Book 3, pp. 292-5.) 

Nov 12, 1723, John Peterson of Prince George County, Bristol 
Parish, to John Fitzgerald, of same; for £200 currency; water grist 
mill and corn mill called Frogghole Mill on Baily Creek, Prince 
George Co, in parish and county aforesaid; 3 tracts of land in parish 
and county aforesaid: (1) 118 acres as by deed Jan 26, 1677 from 
Francis Whaittington to John Peterson, the feoffor "as heir at law to 
said John Peterson, deed." (2) 60 acres as by deed October 11, 1703, 
from Henry Batte to John Peterson, the feoffor, which said land de- 
scended to said Henry Batte "as heir at law to his father Henry 
Batte"; (3) 95 acres purchased by John Peterson, the feoffor, of Wil- 
liam Bobbit, by deed May 12, 1703, being land on which said Bobbit 
then lived and was granted to William Bobbit, father of the said Wil- 
liam Bobbit, by patent October 27, 1673, and descended to said Wil- 
liam Bobbit, as heir at law to his said father (Prince George Co 
Records, vol 1713-28). Jan 10, 1723/4, John Peterson, Senior, of Isle 
of Wight, to John Peterson, Junior, of Prince George County; for 
£5 currency; two tracts of land: (1) 100 acres at head of Frogghole 
Mill Pond, Bristol Parish, Prince George Co; (2) a tract on Westerly 
Run. Recorded at a court held for Prince George Feb 11, 1723/4 "in 
open Court acknowledged by John Peterson the subscriber thereto 
... to his son John Peterson". (Prince George Records vol 1713-28) 
The inventory of the estate of Batte Peterson was recorded in 
Brunswick Co in 1752 and an account of his estate in 1758. The will 
of John Peterson, of Brunswick County, dated May 16, 1763, probated 
in Brunswick Co Jan 23, 1769 names sons Batte, William, John and 
Kinchen Peterson; daughters Mary, Martha, Patience, Rebecca, Betty 
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Daughters, and a valuable Estate both real & personal — his eldest 
Son Peter intermarried with Lucy Osborn, I believe of Amelia, by 
whom he had only two daughters, the elder of which intermarried 
with James Thweatt, of Dinwiddie, who left two Daughters, Lucy 
& Sally — Lucy married Herbert Gregory — & Sally Married Thomas 
Thweatt above named, both respectable. The 2d Son of my Grand 
Father was named John, he died a single man at twenty four Years 
of age leaving all his estate except some trifling legacies (which 
were given to some young Men of his acquaintance) to his Brother 
Thomas my Father; My Father married Elizabeth Claiborne, the 
Daughter of Colo. Augustin Claiborne of Sussex County Va. by 
whom he had three Sons, myself John Herbert, Thomas, Augustine 
Claiborne, and One Daughter Ann. My Father died in November 
1788, my Sister an Infant in 1794. my younger Brother Augus- 
tine Claiborne, in 1803, a single man & under age by about two or 
three Months. My Brother Thomas married Sarah Epes dughter 
of Colo. Peter Epes of Prince George, by whom lie had no issue 
and died in about five months after marriage in the Year 1809, 
leaving his Estate real; & some, personal to me his elder Brother. 
I have omited accounting for the 2d. Daughter of my Uncle Peter — 
Her Name was Elizabeth, She married Colo. Peterson Goodwyn 
of Dinwiddie, who was long a Member of the Virginia assembly, 
and also for many years a Member of Congress, and a Member at 
the time of his death, they left many Sons & Daughters who mar- 
ried very respectably. This compleats an Acct. of the Sons, of 
my Grand Father and of there issue. 

I stated as above that my Grand Father left three Daughters — 
There Xames were as follows, Martha — Marv, and Frances. Martha 



and Lucy Peterson and daughter Temperance Taylor; sons Batte and 
John executors; "all the negros that Prances Powell holds in her 
right of dower, they and their increase to be equally divided among 
my above said children". (Brunswick County Records). 

See Henlng, Statutes at Large of Virginia, vol 2, page 339 and 
vol 3, page 479 for naturalization of Petersons who had come to Vir- 
ginia; see also Chamberlayne, Bristol Parish Vestry Book and Regis- 
ter for Peterson entries in Bristol Parish. 
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married Robert Batte of Prince George County Ta. 3 an ancient 
Family of respectability by whom she had three Sons and two 
daughters to wit John, Robert and Frederick, Mary and Martha 
all of whom (except Robert, who died a Young, & single Man) 
married in respectable and reputable Families, & leaving issue 
Sons & Daughters. The next Daughter married Francis Poythress 
of Amelia County by whom she had a Son & Daughter — the Son 
Francis was a Horsemain in the Troop of Capt. William Parsons 
during the revolution, and discharged himself in every instance 
with great Merit as I have always been informed, for he was in 
several engagements in the South, under the ilustrious General 
William Washington; soon after the close of war he returned to 
Virginia & died a Single Man at about twenty four years of age, 
his Sister Mary married a Mr. Randolph of Amelia county and 
died leaving I believe, an only Daughter. 

The Youngest Daughter of my Grand Father married James 
Parsons Brother of the above named Capt. William Parsons, by 
whom she had no issue & died soon after marriage. 

It now remains for me to account for my Grand Fathers 
younger Brother Batte Peterson, of him I can give no account. 
It appears that after the Division of my Great Grand Fathers 
Estate between his two Sons John & Batte — that John the eldest 
my Grandfather, came up to Prince George County & settled at 
the Place of my Now residence, soon after which he married as 
before stated &c. — his Brother Batte or any of his issue I have 
never been able to trace, but I have been informed that there are 
several Petersons in North Carolina probably they may be his off- 
spring. For I have never seen any person from whom I could 
trace any account, of any defendant of my Great Grand Father 
except my Grand Father and his decendants, all of which I be- 
lieve I have embraced in the foregoing. 

My Mothers Family 
The Mother of John Herbert Peterson: my Mother was the 



sFor Batte family notes, see Richmond Standard, II, No. 40, June 
1881. 
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Daughter of . . . Colo. Augustine Claiborne 4 of Sussex County 
took an active part him & his Sons in the Revolutionary war the 
assembly at Williamsburg and his place of residence (Windsor) 
Colo. Claiborne my Grand Father on the side of my Mother mar- 
ried a Miss Mary Herbert (she was an heiress and had an emence 
estate perhaps little less than a Million of Dollars, of her and 
her Estate more will be said hereafter. My Grad Father Clai- 
borne died about the Year 1785 quite an old man and left by Miss 
Herbert Thirteen Children, Eight Sons and Five Daughters — the 
Sons were Herbert, William, Augustine, Buller (who was one of 
the Aids of Genl. Lyncoln of the revolution) John Herbert, Rich- 
ard Cook, and Bathurst called after Lord Bathurst of England 
a Near relation of my Grand Mother Claiborne formerly Miss 
Herbert 5 — I will first, before giving an acct. of my Maternal Grand 
Fathers issue, give an act. as far as I can of his ancestors. My 
Grand Father Claiborne, was the Youngest Son of Capt. William 
Claiborne who was sent to Virginia, by the King of England as 
Surveyor General, and who reed, a mortal wound from an Indian 
arrow in the County of King William about what time I dont know 
where he died soon after, and in which County he was buried and 
there stands I believe at this day, the Stone over his Grave marked 
with the occurrence. Capt. William Claiborne my Maternal Great 
Grand Father left several Sons, to wit Len, Bernard, William, 
Thomas & some whose Names I do not recollect, and Augustine my 
Grand Father. My Great Grand Father Capt. William Claiborne 
married I believe a Miss Dandrage, of this family I know but little, 
but have always understood they were very respectable, at least the 
family of Dandrages are all now in my day spoken off very hily &c* 



-•For a full account of Colonel Augustine Claiborne and his de- 
scendants, see Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, vol. 1, 
p. 320, et seq. 

sSee note 14 post. 

«The statement here from "Capt William Claiborne, my great 
grandfather" and ending "in my day spoken of very hily" is incorrect 
as shown by facts in the Claiborne pedigree worked out many years 
after Mr. Peterson's death. The line of descent runs thus: William* 
Claiborne had a son Thomas^ Claiborne, who had a son Thomas' Clai- 
borne (married Ann Fox) who was father of Col. Augustine* Clai- 
borne. Compare Claiborne Genealogy in Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography, vol. 1, p. 314 et seq. 
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I now return to give the Aect. of my Maternal Grand Fathers 
Children as I before stated I should, in doing this I shall begin 
with the Sons first and with his first Son, Herbert & so on in rota- 
tion. 

Herbert Claiborne the elder Son, married Mary Kuffin a 
Daughter of Robert Ruffin Esqr. of Sweet Hall on the North Side 
of Pomunky Eiver in King William County Va. a Gentee of great 
fortune & one of our first familys by whom he had an only Daugh- 
ter Mary Herbert, who married a Scotch Gentleman by the Name 
of Thompson & soon died with the family complaint the consump- 
tion & which her mother died with. After this Herbert Claiborne 
intermarried with Miss Brown, a Daughter of William Burnet 
Brown commonly called count Brown, a man of the first family, of 
King William who also resided of the North Side of Pamunkey 
River. Also by this last marriage Herbert Claiborne, got a large 
Estate, but he had acted so improvidently with the emence Estate 
his Father had given him & what he got by Miss Ruffin, that Count 
Brown had the estate given his daughter so fixed that Claiborne 
could only enjoy the profits during his life, & at the death of Clai- 
borne & his wife the landed estate & mansion Elson- Green was to 
go to Claibornes eldest Son provided he would drop the Name of 
Claiborne & take that of William Burnet Brown, which he did, 
and an act of the Va. assembly passed to that effect. The person- 
able property that Herbert Claiborne had the use of was so fixed by 
his [Father and Count Brown] that at the death of Herbert & 
his wife it was divided between the Children of Herbert. 

Count Brown had no Son, only Daughters, one of which mar- 
ried a Mr. Lewis a Nephew of General Geo. Washington & the 
other a Mr. Basset John I believe. 7 William is the Next Son of 



'William Burnet Browne, of "Elsing Green," King William Co. 
(and said by Mr Peterson to have been called "Count") was a de- 
scendant of the distinguished Browne family of Salem, Massachusetts, 
and of the William Burnett, governor of New York and New Jersey 
and of the families of Curwen, of Massachusetts, Provost and Van 
Home, of New York. William Burnet Browne was born in Salem, 
Mass., Oct. 7, 1738, died in Virginia May 6, 1784. He married Judith, 
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my Maternal Grand Father a man of easy genteel manners, a 
farmer & beloved by all that knew him he also married a Miss 
Ruffin and Sister to his Brother Herberts first wife. William & 
his wife both died in about twelve years leaving several Children 
some of which married & quite respectable Men, & others never 
.Married, all of which though are now dead, & died I believe gen- 
erally with the consumption. 

Augustine is the next Son, no Man more generally beloved, 
& no Man fonder of retirement, he married an amiable woman 
Martha Jones A Daughter of Fredk. Jones of Dinwiddie, and a 
Xear relative of Genl. Jos. Jones near Petersburg. By this mar- 
riage he reed a handsome estate which with his own fully ample, 
made him rich, he was never a good manager, & though he kept 
his Estate together, yet he never increased it, but died about the 
year 1796 quite clear of debt, leaving his Estate to his Children, 
Six Sons & one Daughter. His Sons were Buller, Fredk. John, 
Gray, Augustine, & Cadwallader the four first died soon after him, 
the other two and Daughter are now living, the Sons though, soon 
waisted the Estate, & the two latter & their Sister has since moved 
to Tenesee. 

Buller is the Next Son to acct. for. He also married a Miss 
Ruffin sister to his Brother Herberts & Williams wife, all of whom 
were amiable fine women, possessing beauty of person, and an un- 
common share of fine Mind which had been much improved by a 
good education, she also died quite young with the consumption, 
leaving four Sons & an only dughter, the Sons all died early, ex- 
cept Sterling now living near Lynchburg in Amhurst County, a 
lawyer of cleverness, the Daughter Lucy is also ded & with the 
consumption. She married Jas. Wright a Merchant of Petersburg; 



daughter of Charles and Mary (Walker) Carter, of "Cleve," King 
George Co., Virginia. Judith Browne (their daughter) married Rob- 
ert Lewis (son of Fielding and Betty [Washington] Lewis). Betty 
Carter Browne (daughter of William Burnet Browne, above) married 
Sep. 12, 1786, John Bassett (1765-1826) of "Farmington," Hanover Co., 
son of Hon. Burwell and Anna Maria (Dandridge) Bassett, of "Elt- 
ham," New Kent Co. (Quarterly, V., p. 37.) 



William and Mary Quarterly 9 

she was a woman of an extraordinary fine Mind & possessing all 
those virtues & qualities that is an ornament to the fair sex. This 
Son Butter was one of the aids of Genl. Lyneoln of the Eevolution, 
and he was the real soldier in all his deportment, warm, sincere, 
firm, & friendly to a fault; in all his conduct no man possessing a 
more noble sole; and soldier like knew not the value of money nor 
how to take care of a fine Estate, consequently he like many other 
amiable men died poor, but universally beloved. 

John Herbert is the Next Son, he is now living in Brunswick 
Va. he married Mary Gregory the Daughter of Roger Gregory 
& sister to Richard Gy. of Chesterfield, John was near related to 
his wife, her Mother being a Miss Claiborne and Niece to his Father 
Colo. A. Claiborne. A more amiable woman never lived. I knew 
her well. She was handsome, she was lovely, she was all & all, 
that man could desire to make his passage through this trouble- 
some world desirable; Yes and her amiable husband knew it, she 
was his almost idol for he loved her dearly. I knew it from many 
circumstances, his whole deportment proved it, & she knew it and 
she lovely like set a proper value on his marked affection. No man 
more amable than John H. Claiborne not only as an affectionate 
Parent a [kind?] master, but a sinere friend, and one of the Most 
dutiful Sons I ever saw. He was also prudent in the management 
of his domestic affairs, for he kept a Handsome Estate together, 
though could never increase it; he always lived genteely & enter- 
tained much company. This perhaps in some measure prevented 
[an increase of his estate] this union produced two lovely Daugh- 
ters & a dutiful Son, all of whom married in families of wealth 
and respectability. 

Thomas is the Next Son. A more honest, a more amiable, & a 
better Man never lived, a Man of fine Mind, & notwithstanding 
his apparent exertions, he yet could not even keep his handsome 
Estate together during life, & now reduced almost to poverty, he 
married a Miss Scott, the Daughter of a Scotch Gentleman who 
married a Miss Cocke on James River. Thos. is now living in 
New Kent County and has two Sons & two Daughters one of which 
Sous Thomas, I learn is doing well. 

Richard Cook is the Next Son, he died about 1818 leaving a 
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pretty Estate to an only Son, who soon got through it, & who ap- 
peared to have all necessary Sence but that requsite to take care of 
himself. Eichd C. married the only Daughter of Philip Jones of 
Dinwiddie, by whom he got an Estate of $20 or $30 thousand Dol- 
lars which with his own handsome property was a good deal les- 
sened before his death. Eichd was bred to the Law, & though well 
educated too rich & too lasy to practice ; an amiable Man & his wife 
a sweet a little woman as I ever saw & Richard knew it & loved 
her sincerely. She died soon after marriage & he never married 
again. 

Bathurst is the Next. He was born when his Mother was about 
forty Eight years of age, her darling if she had one, which I ques- 
tion, for no woman on Earth ever made a fonder Mother, or de- 
lighted in her Children Yeas ; her Grand & Great Grand Children, 
than she did. Bathursts first wife was a Miss Bott of Chesterfield, 
a Daughter of Colo. John Bott. I think she was one among the 
Handsome women of the day. she, poor Girl enjoyed the married 
state but a little while, for she was married on Thursday, the Sun- 
day following went to Church, & there taken sick and died the 
Wednesday following, Year 1796. Bathurst next married Miss 
Mary Leigh Claiborne, a near relation, & Daughter of Wm. Clai- 
borne of Manchester & sister of Governor Wm C. C. Claiborne of 
New Orleans & the Hbl Nathl. Claiborne & Genl. Ferdinand L. 
Claiborne of the state of Tenesee. He had by this marriage one 
Son & two Daughters, what has become of them I know not, but 
have understood that the Honl. H. Claborne an old Batchellor ha? 
taken them as his adopted Children. Bathurst like the other Sons 
(except Herbert the elder who had a Princely estate) had a very 
fine estate & like them nearly exausted it before his death. He 
& his wife both died about the year 1810, he possest all the good 
qualities of man thats necessary to be beloved except the one of 
knowing how to take care of Money. 

Next comes the Daughters of Colo. Agustin Claiborne, & their 
Husbands. Oh Heaven, could there have been, from what I have 
ever seen, & heard, more lovely mortals? [obliterated by 
folding of page] all heard spoken 
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off even by strangers, and those by no way connected or 
related to them in most exalted terms. Finely educated of easy 
and genteel deportment with that modest and gentle demeanor 
that always accompanys good sence, and good breeding with a 
share of Beauty; two particularly, that perhaps was scarcely ex- 
celled by any of their day. His eldest Daughter Mary married 
Charles Harrison 8 about the year 1763, who was the youngest Son 
of Colo. Benj. Harrison of Berkly Va. laying immediately on the 
North side of James River, about Ten miles below City Point, 
which Handsome estate is now at this distant day in the posses- 
sion off & owned by Benj. Harrison the Great Grand Son, a man 
of fine education, & off the true old Virginian character in his 
whole deportment. This union took place at an early age, Charles 
not quite nineteen, & sweet lovely Mary just compleating her Six- 
teenth year; often have I heard them spoken off by those before 
me, in exalted terms for their many accomplishments, their high, 
noble, modest & genteel deportment & her extream Beauty, & his 
manly & polished Manners; this could not be otherwise, for they 
were brought up in the most polished circles, and under Parents 
of the first standing, for their knowledge, their property, their 
wealth & universal good conduct. This lovely Mary died about 
1776. By this Union had issue three Sons & three Daughters 
Charles the eldest Son. Yeas I knew Charles & I would, I could, 
say off, & do justice to his merits. But this I cannot do, I will 
not offer to eligise one whose merits are beyond my praise. At 
Sixteen he entered a Volunteer in a troop of Cavalry, that was 
raised by a company of Young men of fortune & who elected one 
of them Mr. Carter Page as their Capt., there were about sixty 
of these young men, who furnished & equipped themselves, & of- 
fered their services free of cash to their oppressed & invaded Coun- 
try for Six Months, some few of them I knew to wit. Jno. H. 
Claiborne uncle to Charles Harrison, Eoger Atkinson of Chester- 
field, William Puffin late of Polly 1ST. [Raleigh] Carolina, James 
Clack of King William &c. I have heard many annecdotes of 

&See post for Harrison reference. 



12 William and Mary Quarterly 

Charles while in this Volunteer troop — all all though bearing him 
out as he proved to the last, though then young, a Boy of un- 
daunted courage. In the year 1794 lie was appointed by Genl. 
Washington then President of the United States, a Capt in the 
regular army & was stationed at Fort Norfolk or fort Nelson Va. 
I forgot which ; lie there had some missnnderstanding with a Leut. 
Wilson of the U. S. Army, a Duel ensued & Charles fell, universally 
beloved by I believe all that knew him. 

The Next Son was Augustine, he died an infant. 
The Next was Benj. Henry. A sincere friend, .an honest Man. 
But like all his relatives could not take care of the needfull 
(Money) he had some foibles, but these a drop in the Bucket to 
his other good qualities. 

Now For the Daughters of Charles & Mary Harrison formerly 
Marj' Claiborne. Their Elder Daughter, Mary Herbert, married 
her own Cousin, the Son of her Mothers Sister; John Herbert 
Peterson — This Dr. Mary is my Bosome companion, my amiable 
wife, to whom I have been married this very year, thirty five years, 
and in all this time I have never repented my puppy selection, and 
yet do pray a kind providence to continue the union, that lias 
produced so much happiness, so much comfort, and so many bless- 
ings as long as in his Wisdom he has intended mortals to enjoy 
in this live. — This happy Unon took place on the 9t. of April 
1795, the most beautiful day I ever saw, every tree loaded with 
blossoms, & all nature appeared to be smiling — Of my lovely Mary, 
a great god knows my feeling — This happy Union produced five 
Children, the two first (Daughters) died in a few days after 
Birth, they just entered this world, found it unpleasant & by a 
Kind Maker, bid it adieu for a Better. 

The third Child was a Son, my only Son christened Jno. Au- 
gustine, possessing in my humble opion (perhaps too portial) 
every quality that constitutes a good Man, no Child more dutiful, 
no Man more honourable, & none a more sincere friend or a Bet- 
ter Master, an affectionate Brother, & a loving & sincerely affection- 
ate Husband & Father — He has been married — ■& to a lovely & 
Buteful woman, who possessed all those accomplishments & virtues 
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thats an ornament to the female. By this fine & lovely woman, 
my Son had two Children — A Son who was called after his Father, 
& a Daughter called Virginia after her Mother, two sweet little 
creatures, (But here? the cloven Foot) perhaps as they are mine 
is the cause. After this last Burth a Daughter, this sweet Vir- 
ginia departed this life with a consumption in the year 1824. She 
was the Elder Daughter of John Jas. & Ann H. Thweatt of Tren- 
ton Virginia, both of whom were the decendants of reputable & 
high standing families. 

The Next child of Jno. & Mary Peterson, [John Herbert Peter- 
son and Mary H., his wife], was a Daughter, Lucy Ann, always 
of delicate & weakly constitution, but by the good care of herself, 
& an affectionate Mother she lived to the age of 27 & departed 
this life in Oct. 18:28. She married in her 22 year, Wm, H. Young, 
of the Town of Petersburg, a deserving, meritorious & amiable 
Man, and an affectionate Husband; this good Man, stands it ap- 
pears alone ; be has no Father, no Mother, no Brother, no Sister. 
no Uncle Aunt or any relation or connection on eath that he knows 
of — He is the offspring of a German that came to x\meriea as a 
Cavalry Man (a Lieutenant) in the French Army during the re- 
volution & aided to establish our libertey. He married an Irish 
Lady, & he is the only issue, & both parents are no more. Though 
a mechanic, & he prides in it, his company is of the best & . . . 
This Union produced issue three, one a still born Child & the other 
two, lovely babes Mary Harrison & Elian, two sweet babes that 
God thought best to take to his holy keeping. 

The Next & last Child of Jno. & Mary Peterson is a Daughter, 
Maria Harrison, this little Daughter, is yet by the permission of a 
kind providence permitted to remain with us, & with her only 
Brother, are no doubt the blessing of a kind Maker to there aged 
parents parents, whom it is to be hoped will be ever thankfull for 
the blessing of having them to close the Eyes of there affectionate 
Parents — This dear Daughter Maria, possest all the amiable 
qualities that parents could wish, or a husband could desire, she 
married Jno. Prentis, the third Son of Capt. Wm. Prentis of 
Petersburg of antient & respectable family &c, who emigrated to 
this Country (from England) long before the revolution, a de- 
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cendant of an old & reputable family. By this Unon Maria has 
two Sons & one Daughter living to wit John Peterson, Thomas 
Augustine, & Maria — she lost two sweet babes, her first Daughter 
Mary Harrison called after her Grandmother, & William called 
after his Grandfather Prentis. The Husband of my Daughter 
Maria, I would utter [ ?] in no respect whatever, except I could 
make him know how to take care of Money, he posses many amiable 
qualities, and none bad but the one just alluded to. He is a Man 
of fine education, & nature has been bounterfull & kind to him, 
but the needfull he knows not the value of. 

The Next Daughter of Charles & Mary Harrison married 
Matthew Murry Claiborne, a man of respectable family & Con- 
nestions. He was the Grand Son of one of Colo. Augustine Clai- 
bornes Brothers. 9 This Union produced two Sons Mathew, & 
Charles & three Daughters Susan, Martha, & Maria, this family 
has moved to the Town of Baltimore, and I am told there have 
formed respectable connections, the third & last Daughter of 
Charles & Mary Harrison, is named Elizabeth Eandolph. She 
married one of the most deserving of Men Daniel Claiborne Butts 
of Dinwiddie County, 10 now of Petersburg. This Union produced 
four Sons, John, Daniel, Augustine & four Daughters, Mary Har- 
rison, Martha, Louisa and there are several of the Sons 

& Daughters married, who connected themselves, with good de- 
serving Men & amiable women of respectable families. 

The Next Daughter of Colo. Augustine Claiborne & Mary 
his wife — This was Nancy — she intermarried with Colo. Eichd 
Cocke of Surry County, 11 a decendant of one of our most respect- 
able families, by whom she had Children three, Eichd Herbert (now 
owner of Bacon Castle in Surry Va.) a relation I have been too 



oDaniel Claiborne (brother of Col. Augustine Claiborne) married 
Mary Maury, and lived for a time in Lunenburg Co., and afterwards 
in Dinwiddie County, where he died. 

"General Daniel Claiborne Butts was the son of John Butts, of 
Dinwiddie County, and his wife Mary Ann, daughter of Daniel and 
Mary (Maury) Claiborne. 

11 and isSee Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, vol. v, 
pp. 75 and 76. 
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partial to, to say much of, except that I loved him & held him in 
the highest light. Augustin who died a Young Man, a practising 
Lawyer of great merit, & promis — Lucy the only Daughter died 
about Sixteen, a sweet pretty girl of polished manners. Susan 
was the Next Daughter of Colo. Claiborne. She I knew but 
little of [ ?] when I was young, but I heard her spoken of 
in very favourable terms, she Married Frederick Jones of Din- 
widdie — by whom she had a Son Augustine, & Mary who married 
a Mr. Withens [Withers?] of Dinwiddie — and who mar- 
ried ... of Lunenburg or Macklingburg, of respectable family 
I have been told. 

The Next Daughter of Colo. Claiborne was Elizabeth (My 
Mother) of this dear source of my existence I cannot, say enough, 
because she was too amiable & lovely in my eye to say enough of 
her. In beaty & noble deportment none surpassed him [her] a 
most dignified carriage, & a coentinance, & a demeanor that drew 
admiration, & applause from all who knew her. she died in the 
year 1794. Thirty Six years of age — leaving issue refer to the 
History of my Father Thos. Peterson before given. 

The Next & last Daughter of Colo. Claiborne was Lucy Her- 
bert — In beauty her equal scarcely ever seen, in form & mind, 
none superior, she married Colo. John Cocke, 12 younger Brother 
to Eichard who married her sister Nancy — Lucy left two Sons 
only; Herbert, & John Euffin — both of whom married in the most 
respectable familys in Halifax County Va. 

And Now for the History of My Grand Mother Claiborne Miss 
Mary Herbert. My Grand Mother Claiborne, was Mary Herbert 
the only issue of Buller Herbert, a Grand Son of Lord Herbert of 
England. 13 Buller with a Brother of his John Herbert, emigrated 
to Virginia from England at some early period about the year — and 



isFor an account of what is verified about the Herbert family of 
Prince George County, see Quarterly, VIII, p. 148, and Virginia Maga- 
zine of History and, Biography, XVIII, p. 190. It is not improbable 
that the Herbert connection in England could be worked out by piec- 
ing together the facts in the case and getting from Prerogative Court 
of Canterbury, and the court in London the wills of Herberts and 
Grammers. 
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settled at a place now in Prince George County called Puddledock 
the residence at this time of Benj. Harrison of Mount Airy. John 
Herbert in some few years returned to England, & what else of him 
I know not. Buller Herbert the father of my Grand Mother Clai- 
borne married a Miss Mary Stith (of what family I dont know, 
but likely of the family in Brunswick, for she often spoke of her 
cousin Buekner Stith, & in that family in Brunswick their is one 
of that name, therefore it may be a family Name 14 ) — and my 
Grand Mother was the only Child, her Father died while she was 
quite young leaving her sole Heir to an Estate of great value. 
Xot less than three Hundred slaves, and in Dinwiddie County 
on the South side of appomattox Biver and Bordering on it for 



"Every genealogy published of the Herberts and Claibornes has 
made the statement that Mary Herbert (wife of Col Augustine Clai- 
borne) was daughter of Buller Herbert and Mary Stith. Some in- 
vestigation (though not very thorough) was made several years ago 
in order to try and identify this Mary Stith; but a reply in the nega- 
tive, to an inquiry addressed to the late Doctor Christopher Johnston, 
of Baltimore (who was at that time publishing a Stith genealogy in 
the Quarterly — see vol. 21) put a stop to tho investigation. It 
seemed indeed a hopeless undertaking if Doctor Johnston in his wide 
investigation had not run on some item that would serve to identify 
Mary (Stith) Herbert. The statement by Mr Peterson above "but 
likely of the family in Brunswick, for she [i. e., Mrs. Mary (Herbert) 
Claiborne, daughter of Buller and Mary (Stith) Herbert | often spoke 
of her cousin Buekner Stith, <(■ in that family in Brunswick their [sic] 
is one of that name"; coupled with Mr Peterson's statement (see ante, 
p. ) that "Bathurst [son of Col. Augustine and Mary (Herbert) 
Claiborne! called after Lord Bathurst of England a Near relation 
of my grandmother Claiborne formerly Miss Herbert," seems certainly 
to point to Mary Stith's connection with the line descending from Col. 
Drury Stith (died 1741) of Charles City Co. and his wife Susanna 
Bathurst, daughter of Lancelot Bathurst, son of Sir Edward Bathurst. 
(See Quarterly, XXV, p. 182 et seq.) Mr. Peterson says that his own 
grandmother "often spoke of her cousin Buekner Stith." Now it is 
quite well verified that any one named Buekner Stith in that day de- 
scended from Col. Drury Stith, of Brunswick who married Elizabeth 
Buekner, and that Drury Stith was the son of Col. Drury Stith and 
Susannah Bathurst. As a matter of fact Drury and Elizabeth (Buek- 
ner) Stith, had a son Buekner Stith, who lived in Brunswick Co. and 
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Five or Six miles about fifteen Thousand acres of valuable Land — 
also on Monk-snake Creek in same County upwards of three thou- 
sands acres and in addition to this, the Puddledock estate, and a 
valuable tract of Land in Chesterfield County on the North side 
of appomattox Eiver called Mattoax, and in addition to this sev- 
eral Lotts, & Houses in Boiling point, now called Petersburg with 
an interest also in Lots & Houses in the City of London — In about 
fifteen or twenty years after the marriage of Colo. Claiborne with 
Miss Herbert, she had left her by will by a Near relation in Eng- 
land Mrs. Grammer a compleat square Block of Buildings in the 
City of London. This Estate in London much against the wishes 
of my Grand mother was sold, by Her Husband Colo. Claiborne, 



was a contemporary of Mrs. Mary (Herbert) Claiborne. The will of 
Col. Drury Stith, of Charles City Co. (who married Susannah 
Bathurst) was probated in 1741 in Charles City Co. but the will book 
in which it was recorded has been destroyed and only the probate 
order (in an Order Book) remains. The names of only three of the 
children of Drury and Susanna (Bathurst) Stith are known, viz.: 
(1) Drury, of Brunswick (2) William of Charles City, and (3) John, 
of Charles City. It is not at all improbable that there were other chil- 
dren; and when all of the facts, as above stated, are taken into con- 
sideration we have very good circumstantial evidence of the identity 
of Mrs. Mary (Stith) Herbert. It must be borne in mind that John 
Herbert Peterson was an own grandson of Mrs. Mary (Herbert) Clai- 
borne, whose mother was the Mary Stith under discussion; and 
(though we have not the date of Mrs. Mary [Herbert] Claiborne's 
death) it is not improbable that John Herbert Peterson had heard her 
allude to her cousin Buckner Stith (he says that "she often spoke of 
her cousin Buckner Stith": one would infer that the person so record- 
ing the fact had heard the party make the statement). John Herbert 
Peterson wrote his account in 1829; his father died in Nov. 1788 (see 
ante, page 4) and John Herbert Peterson makes the statement 
(see ante, page ) that he [the said John Herbert Peterson] was 

married in April 1795; from his allusion to his "puppy selection" 
(which turned out such a wonderful source of joy) one would infer 
that he was quite young at the time, but probably not less than eigh- 
teen years old, which would place his birth in the year 1777. Equally 
hard problems in Virginia genealogy have been solved before, and the 
coming years may reveal some hitherto undiscovered document that 
may settle this Interesting "Mary Stith" matter. 
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to a Company in London for Eighty one thousand pounds Sterling, 

about three Hundred & seventy Thousand Dollars. Thua you see, 

the emence estate Miss Herbert brought her Husband; and though 

Herbert Claiborne her eldest son, had wasted a handsome estate 

given him by his Father yet his being the elder Son & from the 

partiality of his Father, he had a draft on this House in London for 

fiften thousand pounds of the purchase Money; and all could not 

answer his extravagance & wastfull disposition. It is [told?] that 

notwithstanding Grand Father Claiborne was call a violent Whig, 

& a strenuous supporter of the Eevolution, yet my grand Mother 

was quite the reverse, she was for nobility & distinction & he for 

liberty & equality. No Man, and no Lady ever stood hier than 

Colo. Claiborne & his Lady, with every description of reputable 

people, for their gentility, ther virtue & grandure — & universal 

good conduct. No Man a more affectionate loving husband and 

no lady a more affectionate, loving & dutiful wife, his only fault 

was he indulged his Son too much, in their wishes of extravagance 

& Idleness. They could not move without a Servant with a large 

poartmantue & horse following them, & every thing of a [piece?] 

&c. 

Thus endeth the scetch, or narrative, of my family, on my 
Fathers & my Mothers side, and also on the Side of my Wifes 
Mother — and it is with pleasure I can say, that I never have heard, 
of a disrespectable charge against one of the Males or feemales, in 
my life, not of Virtue or integrity, on the part of the fee Male — 
or Honesty on the part of the Male. The only charges I have ever 
heard was that the Male Claibornes generally, & my Father also, 
were too extravagant, & did not take care of their estates, for- 
geting it was their duty to provide for old age, & their Children, 
and this is a trate I do not admire in them — I have felt severely 
the smart of it. 

Next Comes the narative or scetch of my Wifes Fathers family 
J. H. P. [i. e., John Herbert Peterson] Wifes Father was Chas. 
Harrison, the younger Son of Colo. Benjamin Harrison of Berk- 
ley on Jas. River. 15 he married Ann Carter the Aunt of the late 



iBFor a full account of the Harrison family, see Keith's Ancestry 
of Benjamin Harrison. 
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Chas. Carter of Shirley — Colo. Harrison of Berkley was killed 
by lightning in 1742 as he opend the North door at Berkley, & at 
the same time or by the same flash of lightning 2 of his daughter 
were killed then young women. Colo. Harrison by his wife Miss 
Carter left 6 Sons & 3 daughters Benjn., Carter, Eobert, Henry, 
Nathaniel, Charles — Benj. was the signer of the declaration of 
Independence & married Elizabeth Basset, sister of Colo. Burwell 
Basset of New-Kent County Va. Carter married a Miss Ean- 
dolph of Dungenest Sister of that Eandolph & left several Chil- 
dren — Eobert married who I dont know — Henry married a Miss 
Avery [ ?] Nathl. Miss Euffin the daughter of Edmund Euffin of 
Evergreen — & Charles married a Mary Claiborn the daughter of 
Colo. Augt. Claiborne of Sussex — the daughters Betsey married 
Peyton Eandolph of Williamsburg (generally called Speaker Ean- 
dolph) speaker of the House of Burgesses & one of the signers of 
the declaration of Independence, both died without issue, the 
Next Daughter Ann married Colo. Wm. Eandolph of Wilton who 
left issue Peyton &c, the Next Daughter Lucy married Capt. Ed- 
ward Eandolph who went to England long before the Eevolution, 
& died & left 2 children Harrison & Lucy. 



